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Background

One outcome of the JanuaBpP13meeting was a collection e@isual depictions and description$ideal,

desired, and/or expectetlture characteristics of the Gabilan Watershed. The subcommittee was struck with
how closely aligned many of them were, andvitheycould possiblhact as a tooto help stakeholders of all
backgroundsdentify areas of agreement that could inform development of integrated projects that meet
multiple objectives for watershed (social, economic and environmental) health. Thizrsjget was to review

the range of original drawings and descriptions and condense them into a smaller set of conceptual drawings
representing the range and intersections of ideas for additional review and discussion with ten members of
different stakehol@r groups in the watershed: farmers, water managers, municipalities, urban/rural residents,
community groups and academia. Preparation for and follmfrom these discussions (mostly ecap-one)

was vetted through a subcommittee of five people from REOWRA, CCWG, CRLA and TNC. The anticipated
deliverable was a large drawing, depicting a conceptualized-biyds/iew of the Gabilan/Rec Ditch watershed
with 'pop-out’ images of conceptual multipleenefit watershed improvement project outcomesthre

different landscapes (urban, agricultural, etc) of the region, accompanied by descriptive language and
recommendations for moving forward for achievable, integrated water resource (or 'watershed'?) projects. An
ideal outcome would have been a depiction of annon vision for the watershed, but developing such a

vision would need a much more intensive, comprehensive and extensive stakeholder process. As evidenced
from the original set of stakeholder drawings, while there are many areas of congruence, theragemai
considerable diversity of opinion on key landscape elements (e.g. Rec Ditch improvements). Regardless, the
product as proposed is a step towards informing or structuring a more rigorous effort to forward good work in
the region.

Additional deliverablegclude recommendations for more refined graphics and a strategy for using them for
outreach and education in the watshned.

Context

In preparation for and in response to meeting with various stakeholders, | used the following reference
documents to betteunderstand the local history of Gabilan and Rec Ditch watershed meetings, assessments
and projects. In the interest of time, | focused review on documents developed sinfledldsin the late

1990's although those documents for the most part filled in the details regarding prior work and studies. The
more current documents included:

1 A \Vision Plan for Carr Lake Regional P@g&uJ Pomona, 2003)

1 RedamationDitch Watershed\ssessment &anagement Streegy (MCWRA & CSUMB, 2006)

1 The Carr Lake Project: Potential Biophysical Benefits of Conversion to a NldéfarKCSUMB,
2012)
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In the context of the individual meetings, other documents discussed includedidhe 9 Reclamation Ditch

Drainage Systen@perationsand Carr Lake MultPurpose Flood Contrsiudies by Schaff & Wheelar 1999

and 2002 which | did not get a hold of prior to presenting this summary.
These reports reflect the primary concerns in the watershed: flood control, water quadittah restoration,
and public access to parks and natural areas, all in the context of a growing urban area nested in one of the

world's most productive agricultural regions, set near the heart of the Monterey Bay National Marine

Sanctuary.
| distilled the following drawings from the themes expressed in the January 2013 drawibgg:parks and

The Process
greenspace access, urban runoff managemagticultural water quality managemer®Rec Ditch
+

management, and access from Salinas to the ocean.
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Figurel: Conceptual graphic showing network of greenways linking neighborhoods and parks with a large,

central park



GMC IRWMP Water Resource Project Coordinatiorpsaject: Multiple-Benefit Landscape Visualization

HOVSEL

URBAN _ peouiscans

TRMNAGE M EMT
PATHG [ PALKS

TP

Figure 2: lllustration of suburban neighborhood with naturalized parkways, paths, and 'backyard'
conservation opportunities such as vegetabymrdens, rainwater catchment barrels, rain gardens, and
permeable surface driveways.
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Figure 3: lllustration of agricultural landscape displaying a range of wildlife and water quality management
practices reflective of the diversity of farmers and landoers. It also shows a clear urban boundasy
common interest expressed at the January 2013 workshop.
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Figure 4: 'Base' drawing of a bare, earthen channel in the Riech watershed used as basis for overlays of
different scenarios in meetings with stakeholders.
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Figure 5: Tracepaper overlay of a combined section/perspective view of the ditch in Figure 4 with
herbaceous vegetation from bank to bank and a meanderimgunel.
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Figure 6: An overlay of Figure 5 on top of the Figure 4 base drawing
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Figure 7: This image, overlaid atop the Figure 4 base drawing, illustrated a representation of a trail system
incorporated into a waterway (to many stakeholders, this was sjifecally the 'Rec Ditch') as a means to
connect urban residents with natural areas outside of Salinas and Castroville.



